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Worship Hours 
Sunday Worship at 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 



 
 

** The current income statement is posted in the narthex.** 
 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 
All committees, groups and persons submitting information for the church newsletter should 
follow the schedule listed below.  Your articles may be edited so we do not exceed the Post Office 
guidelines.  Please email your articles to Nina Weiss (communications@hopecherryville.org) by 
12:00 PM on the deadline date.  Thank you.   
 

Edition 
September 

October 
November 

Article Deadline 
Monday, August 20 

Monday, September 21 
Monday, October 19 

Collation Date (10:00AM start) 
Thursday, August 23 

Thursday, September 24 
Thursday, October 22 

 

Please let the office know if you need to update your delivery method of the Hope Home News. The paper 
copy contains all the news that’s fit to print on six pages. The digital version generally runs longer. 

 
 

SYNOD NEWS 
The August 2015 issue of Synod News is available online.   

Visit http://nepsynod.org/publications/synod-news/ 
 

  

mailto:communications@hopecherryville.org
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2014/Word/Synod%20News
http://nepsynod.org/publications/synod-news/


 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR...  
From Pastor Jami Possinger 
 

I am writing this article on the last day of our trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit, Michigan.  It has 
been an exhausting week for all of us.  We launched our days with a 7:00 AM bus ride 
into Downtown Detroit and never returned to our hotel until after midnight every night 
except one.  We walked A LOT – some days as much as 10 miles and other days only 5.  
So whenever we had a few minutes to sit down, many of our youth would use the 
opportunity to take a quick nap (sometimes the leaders did as well – but don’t tell the 
kids).   
 

When we left Hope’s parking lot, we still had some of our youth who were pretty quiet 
and didn’t say much – did that change quickly  By the time we returned to Hope’s parking lot, we couldn’t shut 
anyone up!  Over the course of the week we participated in service work, listened to great speakers, heard 
incredible music, joined 30,000 people in inspiring worship and shared our stories and our lives.  No one came 
back unchanged by the experience.   
 

Here are some of the things I learned…  
 It’s not true what I often hear people say about the youth of today – our youth are hard-working, 

interested in serving others and can put their phones down for extended periods of time (no phones were 
allowed during our meals – except to take pictures of what we were eating!). 

 Never underestimate the power of kindness – our kids were so respectful, kind, compassionate and open 
with everyone they met. 

 When you get lemons… make lemonade – although all but one of our kids came home coughing, every one 
of them made the most of the week – and did it cheerfully. 

 Young people do want to make a difference in this world – when given the task to clean up a VERY 
overgrown and dirty alley, our youth met the challenge despite the heat and the grungy conditions. 

 People can be very different, but if we care enough about each other we create a community we never 
expected and friendships that will last. 

 All young people do not expect everything to be easy – Hope Lutheran Church has amazing youth who 
never complained – about the walking, the schedule delays, the heat, the long days, the lack of sleep. 

 Everyone has highs and lows – we shared ours every night and it makes a difference when you are 
vulnerable enough to let other people into your life. 

 We are on this earth to bear each other’s burdens, build bridges among God’s people, break the chains 
that bind us and bring HOPE to people and the world! 

 

On Sunday, August 16th, the youth who participated in the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering will be taking part in 
both worship services and offering everyone a glimpse into what they experienced.  I hope you will mark 
your calendars and be in church that day to see and hear some inspiring stories of faith and friendship from 
18 young people whose lives you helped change by your support. 
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Jami 
 

 
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS – JULY 2015 

 Council enjoyed their summer break! 
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HOPE CHURCH’S YARD SALE 
The yard sale at Hope Church will be held on Friday, September 4th and Saturday, September 5th.  Start 
cleaning those basements, garages and attics and get your items ready for our annual yard sale.  Items can be 
brought to church from 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM, beginning on or about Monday, July 27th and dropped off at the 
open storage container along Rt. 248.  Please see the flyer on the bulletin board for more information.  Call 
the church office with any questions 610.767.7203. 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
What is your mission in life?  Have you thought about it?  Are you working toward it?  
Are you investing in it?  I ask because this question is at the heart of Christian 
Stewardship – that is what we do with the time, talent and money God has given us.  It is 
pretty clear to me that in my life the money and resources I have at my disposal always 
follow the missions with which I am engaged.  Isn’t this true for everyone? If my mission 

is to take care of myself and my perceived needs - including an impulsive desire for a double mocha coffee 
from Starbucks - then the money will follow that mission. Likewise, when I’m engaged with God’s mission for 
my life and the work of the church - money follows that mission.  
 

Have you thought about the mission God has in mind for your life? What is your sense of meaning and 
purpose that is bigger than yourself? Have you considered that a life of love, service and generosity is not just 
a way of life, but the best way to live? Truth is - there is meaning and purpose to life that comes from aligning 
our personal mission with the one God created us for and calls us to. So… take a look at your checkbook and 
ask yourself, “What IS my mission? 
 

 
Shop online with Amazon?   

Register at smile.amazon.com. Shop. And designate Hope Lutheran Church as the recipient.  .5% of your 
purchase comes to us direct from Amazon. 

 

STORY WEAVERS - DISCUSSION GROUP 
Story Weavers will meet on Tuesday, August 11th  at 10:00 AM.   All are welcome to attend.  For more 
information, please contact LeAnn Chandler at 610-440-0341 or lachandler7759@hotmail.com. 
 

SOUP GROUP 
Soup Group will meet and deliver soup on Wednesday, August 5th at 9:00 AM.  All are 
welcome to help with the cooking or delivering of soup. Our goal is to deliver soup and visit 
with homebound members of our church.  For more information, contact LeAnn Chandler 
610-440-0341.  
 

SPONSORS STILL NEEDED! 
BULLETIN SPONSORS: Our bulletin chart for 2015 is posted on the narthex bulletin board. Three sponsors are 
needed per week at a cost of $8.50 per sponsor.   
PRESS SPONSORS: Our press sponsor chart for 2015 is posted on the narthex bulletin board.  One sponsor is 
needed per week at a cost of $6.00 per sponsor. 

 

mailto:lachandler7759@hotmail.com
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE – AUGUST 2015 

Sunday, August 2, 2015 
Scholarship Recognition – Both Services 

8:00 AM Holy Communion 
9:30 AM Service of the Word / Holy Baptism 

 Sunday, August 9, 2015 
8:00 AM Service of the Word 

9:30 AM Holy Communion 

Sunday, August 16, 2015 
Presentation – ELCA Rise Up Youth Gathering 

Detroit – Both Services 
8:00 AM Holy Communion  

9:30 AM Service of the Word / Holy Baptism 

Sunday, August 23, 2015 
8:00 AM Service of the Word 

9:30 AM Holy Communion 

Sunday, August 30, 2015 
Blessing of the Backpacks – Both Services 

8:00 AM Holy Communion 
10:30 AM Holy Communion 

 
 

SENIOR BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 

On Saturday, August 8th, there will be a Birthday Party for seniors! 
 

The party/picnic will begin at 11:30 AM in Kuntz Hall.  
 

There will be food, fellowship and entertainment.  Mark your calendars now – 
sign-up sheet posted in the Narthex. 

 
 

HOPE’S HELPING HANDS : SHRIMP BOIL 
Hope’s Helping Hands is sponsoring a SHRIMP BOIL (think clambake but with shrimp instead of clams) on 

Saturday, August 15th from 3:00 to 6:00 PM in Kuntz Hall.  Orders will be taken after all 
church services on July 26th, August 2nd, and August 9th.  Dinner includes ½ lb. of shrimp, ¼ lb. 
sausage, red potatoes, corn on the cob, salad, roll & butter and dessert for $15.  Dinners will 
be available for EAT IN or TAKE OUT.  All orders must be pre-paid. Orders may also be placed 
by calling Leslie Daniel at 610-216-1340. Hope you will come join us for this delicious summer 
meal.   The Hope’s Helping Hands mission team thanks everyone who has supported our 
events as we continue our ministries of helping others in need.   
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WOMEN OF FAITH 
Our mission is to enhance lives of women through service, fellowship and education. 
 

Our August event will be to volunteer at a "Beach Bash" to benefit Angel 34.  Angel 34 is 
a national organization united in the fight against Childhood Cancer and dedicated to 
finding a cure. Since its establishment in 2003, Angel 34 has been committed to bringing 
hope and healing to the children and families of those affected by childhood cancer by 
finding a cure and advancing treatment options for childhood cancer.   Read more about 
Angel 34 and its founder Nicole Sheriff, who died of childhood cancer in 2004 at 
www.angel34.org.  The Beach Bash will be held at the Angel 34 field in Nazareth on 
Saturday, August 22nd. If you would like to volunteer and join the Women of Faith on 

that date, please watch the bulletin board in the narthex for a sign-up sheet soon.  Please call Jane Tretiak in 
the church office at 610-767-7203 with any questions about the Women of Faith. 
 

Also, in September, watch for more details on a program to be held in Kuntz Hall, called "Chalk Talk".   Chalk 
Talk illustrates a Biblical message which is revealed before your eyes utilizing special chalk, elaborate lighting 
and Christian music to share the Gospel Truth in a unique and memorable way.  The message through this 
medium captures the hearts of young and old alike and ALL are welcome to attend! 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM AT HOPE 
The Outreach Ministry will have a meeting on Monday, August 3 at 6:30 PM to discuss fall activities.  Any tutor 
interested in participating with this group should plan to attend.  We welcome any one to attend the 
meeting to learn more about our activities and ways to help the group.  We also would like to welcome any 
person interested to go along to St. Stephen's in Allentown to observe our involvement and perhaps join our 
group. Any questions, please contact LeAnn Chandler at 610-440-0341 or lachandler7759@hotmail.com.  
 
 Wednesday, August 12 Outreach Ministry to St. Stephen's at 3:00 PM. 

 
  

 
 

 
HOPE LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL 

Now accepting registrations for the 2015 – 2016 school year!  The school’s structured learning environment 
prepares children for their formal school experiences.  Activities include:  music, crafts, gym, painting, 
language arts, field trips and much more.  Please call Deb Gable at 610-767-7523 for more information or to 
register your child for Nursery School. Your child must be either 3 or 4 years of age by September 1st in order 
to register.  

 
 

Will be held on the following Sundays: September 20th, October 
4th and 11th from 9:15 - 10:15 AM.  The last class (October 11) will 
be a reception and the new members will also be received during 
the worship services that morning.   
 

If you know of someone who is interested in joining our church, 
please give them this information.     

 

http://www.angel34.org/
mailto:lachandler7759@hotmail.com
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
 

HOPE CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC: The picnic was held at Indian Trail Park on July 19 with about. 80 people in 
attendance. Yes it was a hot day! But it would have been hot most anywhere. We had loads of good food, 
great fellowship and plenty of fun Our Evangelism Committee worked hard to plan this nice event. A huge 
thank you to Judy Dieter who kept us busy with games she planned for all ages. Our toddlers had their own 
little games, our grade school children had a candy scramble, a race with eggs, water balloons, and more while 
the adults were able to enjoy cake walks, bingo and some games on paper that made us think and even 
that game with string. Many nice prizes were won throughout the day. Our little ones even went into the 
creek and cooled off.  It was a great day of pleasure that was shared with our church family. 
 

EVANGELISM BIBLE STUDIES: The fall session of Bible studies will begin on Thursday, October 1st. This will be a 
discussion and study about forgiveness. Everyone is welcome. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to 
participate in this study, as we are all learning and growing together. The study on the first Thursday of each 
month will begin at 7:00 PM while all other weeks will begin at 6:30 PM.  No cost. 
 

KNOBELS PICNIC: This day of  fun  is coming up quickly  On August 1st, you are 
invited to join in with other Hope members and spend the day  enjoying  lunch, 
rides and shows held throughout the park  You need to sign up now so a count 
can be sent into the  park for our lunch. Cost is $12.00 – this includes your lunch 
and snacks and sodas throughout the day. Please note this does not include the 

price of rides. Please contact Ernie Doncsecz or John Zmyewski for further information. 
 

EVANGELSIM COMMITTEE: Your Evangelism Committee, like all other committees at Hope, works hard 
to share God's love and Christian fellowship   to our church family and community. Throughout the year, we 
undertake several large functions such as Nativity display, church family picnic, Day of Pray luncheon etc. 
Though we as a committee feel we do a good job and accomplish much, we feel we need more help so more 
can be accomplished.   WE NEED SOME "YOUNGER" BODIES AND MINDS TO HELP US CARRY ON GOD’S WORK. 
There will always be ways this committee can serve our God but without willing hands we struggle. We meet 
only once a month on the first Thursday of each month. If you might be interested in serving God and our 
church by adding to this committee, please contact Sharyn Kratzer at 610-261-1277.  Our next meeting will be 
September 3rd. Please consider coming and joining us to find out what this committee is all about.  Thank you. 
 

~ Hope’s Evangelism Committee 

 
 

DISCOVERING BELLS 
DiscoveRING BELLS This is a six-week course designed to teach the basics of ringing 
handbells and some beginning music-reading. It is for anyone, any age, who would like to 
try ringing handbells. There is no commitment to join a bell choir, it’s just for you to check 
out the bells, learn how to handle them, and THEN decide if you like it enough to want to 
join a choir. Ask a friend to join you and come together! Classes are set to start in 
September. See the flyer on the bulletin board for more information. 
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SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 
 
Come cheer on Hope’s softball team!  All games at 6:00 PM. 
 

 Aug 2: Hope v. Asbury Methodist, Kolapecha Park #2, Coffeetown Road, NWT 

 Aug 9: St. John’s UCC Fullerton v. Hope, Kolapecha Park #1, Coffeetown Road, NWT 
 

 
DO YOU HAVE A LOVED ONE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS? 

Planning for the personal needs and financial security of a loved one who is disabled or has special needs may 
seem overwhelming, but by proceeding in an organized fashion, you can provide for the 
security and well-being of a loved one. 
 

 How to balance your present and future needs with your loved one's present and future 
needs 

 Steps to create and implement personal care, financial, and legal plans for your loved one 

 Sources of government benefits 

 The role of special needs trusts, including their interaction with Supplemental Social Security Income (SSI) and 
Medicaid 

 

You'll also receive a free workbook created just for this presentation. The workbook contains key information, 
worksheets, and questions to help you remember important points from the seminar. Please share with friends 
and family! 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Pennsylvania Autism Action Center  
2071 Rte. 209 
Brodheadsville, PA 18322 

To reserve your spot, please contact: 
joshua.koch@thrivent.com or  610-377-3059 

 
 

LEHIGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Join LTHS as it celebrates 150th anniversary of St. Paul's Schoolhouse. 787 Almond Road, Lehigh Township.  The 
event will be held on Saturday, August 1, from 1:00 to 3:30 PM in St. Paul's Fellowship Hall.  Journey back 150 
years to the Civil War and learn how Dr. Peters treated battle wounds. He will display the tools used years 
ago.   Experience the confederate reenactment.  Bring your family and friends for a learning experience and an 
enjoyable afternoon. Tour the 1865 one-room schoolhouse, restored by the Lehigh Township Historical 
Society.  You may tour the little red brick schoolhouse throughout the day.  You will learn how classes were 
conducted years ago without all of the conveniences found in schools today.  There will be light refreshments 
served.  There is no charge but donations are accepted. 
 

THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING 
The Stewardship Committee is getting ready for Consecration Sunday on 
October 18th – and this year there is something new.  We are calling it “The 
Church Has Left the Building” and will be encouraging all members to sign 
up to find a place to serve our community that day.  A light lunch will be 
provided after the 10:30 AM service and then members will be “launched” 
into service projects around the area.  Sign-up boards will be available in 
early September.   

 

mailto:joshua.koch@thrivent.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY 
The Great Hope Scavenger Hunt! 

 

Sunday September 13th!  Each class will meet in their classrooms.  There 
will be a scroll with a riddle giving a clue as to where to look for the next 
scroll. They will follow their clues to a surprise.  Classes will then return 
to their classrooms to be picked up by parents.  

 

 

 
Early registrations accepted!  Nursery through 6th grade.  Even if you 
have registered previously, please fill out a new form for our records. 
 
 Donations needed – Juice boxes and toilet paper rolls. 

 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The process is moving along and there are some special dates coming up.  As 
this newsletter went to print, a separate mailing was sent outlining the 
process.  Please plan on attending! 
 

 “Meet and Greet” Receptions will be held on Saturday, August 29th 
from 4:00 – 6:00 PM and Sunday, August 30th from 9:15 – 10:15 AM 
in Kuntz Hall.  This will be an informal opportunity for you to meet the 
candidate prior to the election.  We encourage you to attend one of these receptions.   

 On Sunday, August 30th the candidate will lead worship and preach a trial sermon at both the 
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 A congregation meeting will be called and, after each service, voting members will be able to 
cast a single ballot.  Constitutionally, no absentee ballots are permitted.  Following the 10:30 
AM service, ballots will be tabulated and election results will be announced.   

 

VBS VOLUNTEERS 
A huge thank you to all who helped make 2015 a success!  Over 200 children were able to partake! 

Alexa Ebert, Alexis McDonald, Allison Lockard, Althea Handwerk, Amanda Bower, Amy Weil, Anna Marie Gaugler, 
Annelise Lutz, Ashley Hildebrand, Barb Burns, Becca Ventura, Beth Smith, Beth Wolfel, Betty Krupa, Bonnie 
Zymewski, Bronwyn Rowlands, Bruce Schnabel, Carey Strohl , Carol Groller, Carol Medei, Caroline Frohnheiser, 
Catelyn Strohl, Cathy Bird, Cindy Kocher, Connie Mcewen, Dan Medei, Danielle Straub, Dave Roth, David McDonald, 
David Ziegler, Deb Gardner, Deb Pagotto, Debbie Leibenguth, Dolores Reenock, Donna Neetz, Doug Lockard, Dylan 
Holland, Dylan Penchishen, Eleanor Black, Evan Yost, Georgia Mohrey, Grace Knappenberger, Gwen  Gibson, Ivy 
Larkin, Jackie Frohnheiser, Jane Tretiak, Janelle Demko, Janet Filchner, Jean Fritzinger, Jean Leibenguth, Jen 
Ventura, Jena Mcewen, Jennifer McDonald, Jessica Yost, John Zymewski, Judy Christman, Judy Dieter, Julie Sekol, 
Justin Maurer, Kailee, Karen Koplin, Karen Lockard, Karissa Fritz, Kasey Frey,  Kathy Creyer, Kathy Ziegler, Kristen 
Pittman, Laura Bealer, LeAnn Chandler, Lee Creyer, Linda Mery, Lindsay Balitza, Loretta Weil, Lucas Yost, Madi Nika, 
Marge Zimmerman, Mariella Flores, Maureen Kuntz, Meredith Miller, Mikayla Ninos, Miranda Heffelfinger, Molly 
Laury, Myranda Yost, Nancy Xander, Nicole Schatz, Nicole Spohn, Paige Beil, Pam Rehrig, Pastor Jami, Pastor Kuntz, 
Pat Amey, Pat Demko, Rachel Tretiak, Robert Smith, Ryan Bird, Sam Ancelitz, Sami Lambert, Sarah Frohnheiser, 
Sharyn Kratzer, Shelbey Ziegler, Shirley Green, Sophia Eckroth, Stacey  Ziegler, Steph Maurer, Stephen Penchishen, 
Tim Lockard, Tom Galloway, Toni Snyder, Trish Ninos, Trisha Meleski, Trudy Mertz, Vicki Steiner, Victoria 
Henderson 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4131 LEHIGH DRIVE | CHERRYVILLE PA 18035 | HOPECHERRYVILLE.ORG  

 

HOPE LEADERSHIP 

STAFF 
PASTOR 

The Rev. Jami Possinger 
pastor@hopecherryville.org 

610-767-7203 ext. 12 
610-799-2449 (h) 

VISITATION PASTOR 
The Rev. Louise Williams 
lewwil12@frontier.com 

610-588-9866 

SEXTON 
Mrs. Bonnie Zmyewski 

PASTOR EMERITUS 
The Rev. Clark W. Kuntz II 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Mr. David R. Ziegler 

organist@hopecherryville.org 

610-767-7203 ext.11 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Mrs. Janet Filchner 

610-767-7203 ext. 40 

TREASURER 
Mrs. Trudy Mertz 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Mrs. Deb Gardner 

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 
Nina Weiss 

communications@ 
hopecherryville.org 

610-767-7203 ext. 20 

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER 
Mrs. Jane Tretiak 

office@hopecherryville.org 

610-767-7203 ext. 10 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Jim Gardner 
President 

Trish Ninos 
Vice President 

Amy Nichols 
Secretary 

Kasey Frey Greg Gaugler Linda Mery 

Tim Moore Tony Pagotto 
Bruce 

Schnabel 

Bob Small 
Manfred 
Steiner 

John P. 
Zmyewski 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

New membership, 
baptisms, funerals, 

weddings, change of 
address, van requests, 

memorial sponsors, 
hospital admissions, 

facility rentals 

Call the church office 
610-767-7203 

 

REGARDING CALL PHONE NO. 

Basket Cmte Linda Sidor 610-767-8372 

Boy Scouts Mike Weber 570-905-6319 

Church Website Tom Perry 610-261-0743 

Confirmation Rachel Holencik 610-767-7203 

Cub Scouts Emily Hassler 610-760-1547 

Evangelism Sharyn Kratzer 610-261-1277 

Finance Bob Small 610-428-3231 

Girl Scouts Karen Zimmerman 610-760-1887 

Hope Fest Wayne Weidner 610-767-1512 

Memorial Garden Barry Ritter 610-428-2320 

Mentor Leaders Trish Ninos 610-360-6034 

Mutual Ministry Charlie Kutzler 610-262-4588 

Nursery School Deb Gable 610-767-7523 

OutreachMinistry LeAnn Chandler 610-440-0341 

Prayer Shawl JoAnne Creyer 610-262-3204 

Property Earl Snyder 610-703-5166 

SCS/Christian Ed Michelle Hughes 484-547-4585 

Senior Center Karen Ferraina 610-767-2977 

Social Ministry 
Marge 

Zimmerman 
610-217-8324 

Stewardship Jim Gardner 610-767-8421 

Tae Kwon Do Rich Mullen 610-760-0958 

VBS Kathy Ziegler 610-262-9197 

WELCA Judy Dieter 610-767-9170 

Women of Faith Jane Tretiak 610-767-7203 

Worship Arts Pastor Jami 610-767-7203 

Worship & Music Janet Filchner 610-262-5215 

Youth Group 
Steph Ziegler 
Stacey Ziegler 

610-262-9197 

Yard Sale Ralph Fisher 610-392-4985 
 

 

 

To witness the love of God through both words and actions so that 
we may make others aware of God’s claim on their lives and in doing 
so, seek to become more perfectly the Body of Christ in the world. 

mailto:pastor@hopecherryville.org
mailto:organist@hopecherryville.org
mailto:office@hopecherryville.org
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THANK YOU NOTES 
 

The Souders’ family would like to send out a big 
THANK YOU to everyone at Hope. We truly 
appreciate your support, prayers, and fabulous 
dinners. It has been a tremendous help to our family 
as we walk this long road towards our daughter’s 
recovery. God Bless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

People of hope; 

working together, with God, 

to love and serve others… 
 


