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GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR...
From Pastor Jami Possinger

truly the scary part. Author Bruce Barton warns
that “when you are through changing – you’re
through.” Change is a law of life. And the truth is
we can’t hold back the tide of change any more
than we can keep the sun from setting or the
seasons from changing. All we can control is how
well we respond to the changes and on that
question the Bible offers us the answer – God’s
promise, “Do not be afraid, I am with you.”

Are you afraid of change? Many of
you know that Mitch and I have
been through a lot of changes
recently and I have had to ask that
question of myself time and time
again. Change is unsettling – we crave the familiar.
We like to return to our favorite vacation spots and
are upset if they do not look like we remember. We
like to have our kitchens stay organized the way we
like them to be. Robert Sapolsky of Stanford
University has found from his research that if you
have not learned to like certain foods by your early
thirties, chances are you will never like them (that’s
why I STILL don’t like salad). And the music you will
enjoy most throughout your life will be the music
you listened to in your twenties (for me that’s
Earth, Wind and Fire; Billy Joel; Jackson Browne;
The Spinners; Chicago; the Bee Gees).

Blessings,
Pastor Jami

WORSHIP SCHEDULE – AUGUST 2017
Sunday, August 6, 2017
Scholarship Recognition
9:00 AM Holy Communion

According to science, all living creatures crave
homeostasis – when things remain the same. It is a
lot more efficient to be able to do things the way
you have always done them – without having to
think about it. (Think of suddenly encountering a
detour on your way home from work.) So it is no
wonder that we tend to resist change even when
change would seem to be for our benefit.

Sunday, August 13, 2017
Reformation Hymn Festival
9:00 AM Holy Communion
Sunday, August 20, 2017
9:00 AM Holy Communion

Change makes us uncomfortable – change means
loss of control – yet… change is inevitable. The
Greek philosopher Heraclitus said 2,000 years ago
that “nothing endures but change.” The Buddha
taught his disciples to prepare for change by saying
to themselves, “Everything I hold dear will one day
change and be taken from me.” So if change is
going to happen anyway, wouldn’t it make more
sense – and make our lives easier – for us to get
over our fears and learn to accept the inevitability
of change – even to welcome it?!! Because think
about it – do we really want our children to remain
six years old and never grow up? Change happens
and will continue to happen – so what we really
need to consider is whether we will fear it or
embrace it.

Sunday, August 27, 2017
Blessing of the Backpacks
9:00 AM Holy Communion

PLEASE NOTE – we ask that no beverages are
brought into the church. We appreciate your
cooperation!

NEW MEMBER CLASSES
…tentatively scheduled for September 17, 24, and
October 1, 2017. Please tell the office if you know
anyone who may be interested in becoming a
member of Hope.

So I’ll ask again – are you afraid of change? Be
more afraid of being unable to change – that is
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PASTOR BRIAN’S PREPONDERANT BUSINESS
This past month has been crazy
busy, but the best kind of crazy! The
last week of June I was in Wildwood
with our youth group for a week. I
came home for a day and was off to
Colorado for a friend’s wedding the first week of
July. My first week back in Pennsylvania was our
Vacation Bible School! As much fun as the past
three weeks have been, it’s nice to be settling back
into a routine now. Which gets me thinking about
human habits and the need for a healthy balance
of routine and excitement in our lives. We all know
people who are always looking for something new,
always wanting to jump into the next adventure.
Then, on the flip side, we all know people who are
uncomfortable with any kind of change
whatsoever: people who know their routine and
absolutely need it to stay the same. There’s a
feeling of safety and security in always having the
same pattern to life, but there’s a sense of
excitement and freshness to a life that’s always
changing. And while some folks prefer one extreme
or the other, I think the key to most people’s lives
is a managing healthy balance between the two.

for new opportunities to offer our gifts in fresh
new ways. And when we feel overwhelmed and
exhausted from new experience after new
experience, it is time to relax, lighten our load, and
seek a more cozy routine. Don’t fear change in your
life or hesitate to take on new challenges because
God might be trying to pull you out of your comfort
zone. But at the same time, do not think you
always have to accept every new direction that
appears on the road of life; sometimes it’s best to
be grounded and settled and not always take on
the latest whim. Seek to remain open to where
God is calling. Follow the Spirit’s direction in your
life. And allow a healthy balance of routine and
routine-disruption to flow through your journey.
With peace and joy,
Pastor Brian

ELECTRONIC GIVING:
A SIMPLE AND CONVENIENT WAY TO GIVE!
If you think you may miss church services this
summer due to travel or
other
commitments,
consider setting up an
automatic giving schedule. Your consistent support
is vital to our church, especially during summer
months. To set up a recurring contribution, visit
the church website at www.hopecherryville.org
and locate the electronic giving page.

When I graduated high school, I remember not
wanting to leave home. I was very comfortable
with life in my hometown and had no intention of
going too far away for college. But, as it turns out,
Indiana was the place I was destined to go: 15
hours away. I was homesick my first year, but felt
like it was where I needed to be. After traveling a
lot my junior year (Israel one summer and a
semester in Europe) I sought that life of
excitement. During seminary I moved around a lot
as well, and wouldn’t trade those experiences for
anything. Eventually though, I reached a point
where I was happy to settle somewhere for a
while. And thinking of it, spending the past two
years in my apartment in Schnecksville is the
longest I’ve lived anywhere since leaving home
when I was 18.

GIVE FROM YOUR SMART PHONE
Make a contribution from your smart phone
anytime by locating the Online Giving link on our
home page… www.hopecherryville.org.

WOMEN OF FAITH
Our mission is to enhance lives
of women through service,
fellowship and education.
Taking a little break for
August... look for a planning
meeting
in
September.
Questions, call Jane Tretiak in
the church office at 610-767-7203. Watch the
weekly bulletins for more information.

So I think in my own life I’ve come to appreciate
both a stay at home life and the always on the run
adventure lifestyle. There needs to be both for
most people. When life gets dry and mundane and
we feel dragged down by routine, we should pray
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NORTHAMPTON FOOD BANK
SAVE THE DATE! The Food Bank will be sponsoring
a Penny Party on Sunday, September 18th in Kuntz
Hall. Mark your calendars now! More details in
the September newsletter.

YOUTH GROUP
In August, youth group will be
going to an Iron Pigs game on
Monday August 21. We’ll have
grass seats and it will be dollar
dog night so come hungry if hot
dogs are your thing.
If you are going to the 2018 National Youth
Gathering in Houston there is a mandatory
meeting for parents and youth on Sunday, August
27 following service.

The yard sale is on the horizon – Labor Day
Weekend – Friday, September 1 and Saturday,
September 2, from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Watch
for the storage units to arrive late July/early
August.

Confirmation
Confirmation Orientation will be Sunday August
20th in the sanctuary following service. Both Level
1 and Level 2 parents and students are required to
attend.

In August,
the office is staffed
every day from
9:00 to 3:00 PM.
Jane is in until Noon
Monday, Wednesday &
Thursday and all day on
Friday.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
There is a mandatory NYG meeting for youth and
parents following worship on Sunday August 27.
If you plan on going to the Gathering, this meeting
is mandatory and at least one parent must be
present.

SUMMER HYMN SING
Your favorite hymns will be sung for 15 minutes
before each service.
Anything goes!
Our
hymnal has a lot of
hymns to choose from, so
pick your favorites and
we will sing them. In
order to accommodate as
many requests as possible, we will only sing the
first two stanzas of each hymn requested.

ANNUAL BIRTHDAY PARTY
for SENIORS
Saturday August 12th
Birthday Party for any senior
member of Hope Church. The
party/picnic will begin at
11:30 AM in Kuntz Hall. There
will be food, fellowship and
entertainment.

WELLNESS TEAM
I want to sincerely apologize for not updating the
bulletin board for July. I hit some "bumps in the
road" and an unexpected
trip to California. Please look
for Juvenile Arthritis in
August. Thank you for your
understanding. ~ Cindy Kocher for the Wellness
Team

The next Blood Pressure
Screening by the
Wellness Team is on
Sunday August 13th
following worship in the
conference room.
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HOPE'S HELPING HANDS
It's Shrimp Boil time again! Join us
on Saturday, August 19th for our
3rd annual SHRIMP BOIL. Orders
will be taken after church on July
30, August 6 and August
13th. Dinners include: ½ lb. of
shrimp, ¼ lb. sausage, baby potatoes, corn on the
cob, salad, roll and butter, drink and dessert for
only $15.00. Dinners will be available for TAKE
OUT or EAT IN. Dinners for TAKE OUT can be
picked up in Kuntz Hall between 4:15 PM and 5:00
PM. Dinners for EAT IN
will be available from 5:00
PM to 6:30 PM. All orders
must be pre-paid. Orders
may also be placed by
calling Leslie Daniel at 610-216-1340 until August
13th. Why not make this a church social event by
eating in and sharing a meal with fellow church
members. We thank everyone who has supported
our events as we continue our ministries of helping
others in need.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / SUNDAY SCHOOL
Rally Day September 10, 2017
In Search Of… Police officers,
EMTs, Firefighters, K9, teachers,
doctors, dentists, military, food
bank... We need Hope members –
neighborhood Heroes – to
volunteer! If this speaks to you and you can help on
Rally Day, please contact Michelle Hughes
shellsy2159@yahoo.com.

Saturday August 5

FLOWER SPONSOR CHART
There are three flower sponsorships left for
September, October and November for $15.00
each. Sponsor envelopes are next to the chart, and
are due to the office two weeks before the
sponsorship.

Help wanted! Please contact
Michelle if you are interested
in teaching Sunday School.
Help is needed for Grades 3, 4,
and 6 for the 2017-2018 school year.
Teachers… There is a Sunday School staff meeting
August 20th immediately following 9:00 AM
worship.

HOPE LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The following students will be recognized at
worship on Sunday August 6th: Janelle Demko,
Sophia Eckroth, David Hornyak, Miah Hornyak,
Jacob Marunich, Natasha Sawickis, Colleen Smith,
Marissa Smith, Andrew Zamadics, Frankie
Zamadics, Shelbey Ziegler.

10:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Mark your calendars for Saturday August 5, 2017.
We have a pavilion reserved at Knoebels
Amusement Park in Elysburg, PA from 10:00 AM
until 10:00 PM. Meal is $12.00 per person.
Knoebels has free parking, free admission and free
entertainment all day long. The park is
handicapped accessible. They also have stroller,
wheelchair, scooter, and wagon rentals. There are
numerous exhibits, a coal mine museum and much
more. Knoebels has something for everyone of all
ages. There are over 50 rides, from kiddie rides up
to 2 world-class wooden roller coasters!
Sign up on the Bulletin Board!

BULLETIN & PRESS SPONSOR CHARTS
There are plenty of 2017 sponsor opportunities.
These are $8.50 and $6.00 each.

4

VBS VOLUNTEERS – THANK YOU!
You’re ALL HEROES!
Kelly Allabach, Pat Amey, Jean Anderson, Sarah Balisalisa, Lindsay Balitza, Paige Beil, Dennis
Biechy, Katie Biechy, Nancy Biechy, Brianna Biegley, Ryan Bird, Eleanor Black, Briana Brabec,
LeAnn Chandler, Judy Christman, Rudy Christman, Michelle Costanzo, Lee Creyer, Doug Daniel,
Leslie Daniel, Janelle Demko, Judy Dieter, David Erb, Janet Filchner, Karissa Fritz, Tom Galloway,
Deb Gardner, Gwen Gibson, Amanda Gogle, Shirley Green, Terry Green, Carol Groller, Darel
Handley, Linda Handley, Althea Handwerk, Melissa Haydusko, Miranda Heffelfinger, Morgan
Heffelfinger, Alana Heller, Ashley Hildebrand, Rachel Holencik, Rachel Hudson, Erica Hudson,
Grace Knappenberger, Jennifer Knouss, Cindy Kocher, Sharyn Kratzer, Betty Krupa, Beth Kuntz,
Clark Kuntz, Maureen Kuntz, Sami Lambert, Molly Laury, Jean Leibenguth, William Lewis, Allison
Lockard, Karen Lockard, Junior Marsh, Justin Maurer, Steph Maurer, Aislinn McDonald, Alexis
McDonald, Jennifer McDonald, David McDonald, Carol Medei, Daniel Medei, Trisha Meleski, Trudy Mertz, Jane
Meyers, Meredith Miller, Natalie Miller, Brooke Mink, Meredith Misko, Georgia Mohrey, Patrick Morgan,
Donna Neetz, Chastity Neff, Jill Neff, Sonya Newton, Trish Ninos, Mikayla Ninos, Deb Pagotto, Charles Pioli,
Kristen Pittman, Jami Possinger, Brian Rajcok, Dolores Reenock, Pam Rehrig, Louise Santee, Bruce Schnabel,
Deb Schnabel, Julie Sekol, Brett Schutter, Lisa Siegfried, Amanda Silfies, Amanda Smith, Courtney Smith, Ginny
Smith, Earl Snyder, Toni Snyder, Nicole Spohn, Thomas Spohn, Carey Strohl, Crysta Strohl, Judy Stubits, Ed
Tretiak, Jane Tretiak, Daedra VanLuvanee, Gina VanLuvanee, Bri Weaver, Barb Weidner, Amy Weil, Loretta
Weil, Beth Wolfel, Noah Wolfel, Nancy Xander, Jessica Yost, Myranda Yost, Kaira Zamadics, Amanda Zellers,
Doris Zellers, David Ziegler, Stacey Ziegler, Shelbey Ziegler, Kathleen Ziegler, Marge Zimmermann, Bonnie
Zmyewski, John Zmyewski
Today's quotation:
You pray in your distress and in your need; would that you might also pray in the fullness of your joy
and in your days of abundance. ~ Khalil Gibran
Today's Meditation:
Prayer could be the most misunderstood force in our lives. Many of us use it solely as a refuge in times
of trouble, as if we keep it in reserve for when things go bad. But prayer during the good times can be one of
the most important elements of our lives. Think of it in physical terms--when are we the most effective
physically, when we're down and out or when we're feeling very good and things are going well? When do we
have the most strength and endurance? When are we more able to help others? Likewise, prayer can be
strong and effective when we're at our strongest--yet we neglect prayer at those times because we think of it
as something that we have only to pull us out of holes.
But how would our prayers for others feel if they were coming from a place of strength? How would
our prayers for the world feel if we were to pray in our days of plenty? How much strength could we give our
prayers when we feel joyous, exuberant, alive? How much enthusiasm and love could we put into prayers on
the good days?
And is it possible that such prayers might be added to the positive energy of the world, helping the
positive to grow in strength?
Prayers in times of distress tend to be for ourselves, or they tend to take on a tone of
desperation. Prayers in times of abundance can help us to contribute to the good and the positive and the
uplifting and the encouraging of the world, and such a contribution can be a boon not only to ourselves, but to
everyone else.
Questions to consider:
 When do you tend to pray most? Why?
 Why do so many people pray only in times of need?
 Is prayer a lifejacket for you, or a light that you put out for the world to see?
Subscribe to daily meditations at http://www.livinglifefully.com/
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PASTORAL ACTS

BASKET COMMITTEE
The basket committee welcomes Carol Kunkle as
our newest committee member! We look forward
to working with you, Carol!

HOLY BAPTISMS
Jordan Nicholas Pepe, son of Nicholas Pepe and
Cassandra Stape, was baptized on Sunday, July 2,
2017. Pastor Brian officiated.
Logan Stephen Snyder, son of Peter Snyder and
Cassandra Stape, was baptized on Sunday, July 2,
2017. Pastor Brian officiated.
Connor Jaxon Williams, son of Andy Williams and
Ashley (Snyder) Williams, was baptized on Sunday
July 2, 2017. Pastor Brian officiated.
Please welcome Jordan, Logan, and Connor as the
newest members of our church family.

Committee members, please jot down Tuesday,
September 26 on your calendar, 6:00 PM in Hanson
Hall, for our fall social preparation meeting.
Hope congregation and friends of hope, please join
us on Friday, October 13, 2017 in Kuntz hall for the
23rd annual fall basket social! Doors open at 4:00
PM and the drawing begins at 7:30 PM. Tickets
remain at the low price of $5 for 25 chances to win
theme baskets or triple your chances with the
purchase of 3 for $10. And, as always, there will be
a special table with items worth over $50 each
(strip tickets cost $1 each or 6 for $5), homemade
foods are available for sale, and baked goods will
be available for sale as well. Proceeds from this fall
social benefit he general maintenance fund of hope
church. At the committee meeting of September
26th a decision will be made in regard to what
organization will benefit from the cake sales.

FUNERAL
Lester Snyder entered eternal life on June 23,
2017. His funeral was held at Hope on June 29,
2017. Pastor Jami officiated.
Gregg R. Feist entered eternal life on June 21,
2017. His service was held on June 28, 2017 at St.
Paul Lutheran, White Haven. Pastor Jami officiated.
Our sympathy to family and friends of Lester and
Gregg; may God Continue to be their guide and
strength.

Any donations of gift cards or basket items may be
dropped off in the church office. Watch next
month's newsletter for additional details! Thank
you!

MARRIAGE
Marc J. Loretti and Karen Elise Doughty were
united in marriage on June 30, 2017. Pastor Jami
officiated.
Congratulations to Marc and Karen; please pray that
they always remember the vows made before God
on their very special day.

~ Hope Lutheran basket committee
CENTERING ON PRAYER WITH PASTOR BRIAN
… is on hiatus for the Summer in July and August.

CHURCH SOFTBALL TEAM
All games 6:00 PM at either
Independence
(I)
or
Kolapecha (K) Park.
 Aug 6 Faith Lutheran @
Hope (K)
 Aug 13 Hope @ St. John’s
UCC (I)
 Aug 20 - Tournament
Any confirmed youth or adult interested in playing
in the coed church softball league should contact
Lou Ventura for more info at 610-413-8502 or
louis.m.ventura@jci.com.
Check out their
Facebook group “Hope Lutheran Softball” (the
primary method of communicating with the team).

VEGETABLE SHARING
Do you plant a garden? Do you have more
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, onions, etc… than
you know what to do with? If so, please share your
excess vegetables with your church family. Bring
them on Sunday mornings and place them on the
table in the narthex. Anyone can then take
whatever they can use. Thank you!
(Sunday
mornings only please!)
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New membership,
baptisms, funerals,
weddings, change of
address, van requests,
memorial sponsors,
hospital admissions,
facility rentals
REGARDING

CALL

PHONE NO.

A/V Committee
Basket Cmte
Boy Scouts
Church Website
Confirmation
Cub Scouts
Evangelism
Finance
Girl Scouts
Hope Fest

Pastor Jerry
Linda Sidor
Tom Nichols
Tom Perry
Pastor Brian
Emily Hassler
Sharyn Kratzer
Doug Daniel
Karen Zimmerman
Josh Larkin
Leslie Daniel
Barry Ritter
Trish Ninos
Charlie Kutzler
Deb Gable
LeAnn Chandler
Dolores Reenock
JoAnne Creyer
Earl Snyder
Michelle Hughes
Karen Ferraina
Marge Zimmerman
Jim Gardner
Kathy Ziegler
Judy Dieter
Jane Tretiak
Pastor Jami
Janet Filchner
Steph Maurer
Stacey Ziegler
Doris Zellers

610-442-8156
610-767-8372
570-905-6319
610-261-0743
610-767-7203
610-760-1547
610-261-1277
610-767-7918
610-760-1887
610-844-5832
610-767-7918
610-428-2320
610-360-6034
610-262-4588
610-767-7523
610-440-0341
610-767-6698
610-262-3204
610-703-5166
484-547-4585
610-767-2977
610-217-8324
610-767-8421
610-262-9197
610-767-9170
610-767-7203
610-767-7203
610-262-5215

Hope’s Helping Hands

Memorial Garden
Mentor Leaders
Mutual Ministry
Nursery School
OutreachMinistry
Prayer Chain
Prayer Shawl
Property
SCS/Christian Ed
Senior Center
Social Ministry
Stewardship
VBS
WELCA
Women of Faith
Worship Arts
Worship & Music
Youth Group
Yard Sale
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Call the church office
610-767-7203

610-262-9197
610-703-8550
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