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SYNOD NEWS
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GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR...
From Pastor Jami Possinger
A long, long time ago – when I was
in seminary – we had to take
classes that had to do with
Christian Education. At the time I
was working in a church and was
required to teach Sunday School as
part of this Christian Education
Class. That did not seem to be a problem at all – or
so I thought. You see, I had never really taught a
class before. Sure…I had participated in classes –
just never led one. How hard could it be, I thought.
After all, the children are only with you for an hour.
So stepping into the classroom for the first time, I
froze at the astonishing sight before me. Some
children were jumping on tables - while others
crawled under tables – most of them were
screaming and yelling at the top of their lungs.
Paper and bibles littered the floor. The classroom
was in total chaos. My first thought was, “What
have I gotten myself into?”
It was a rotation model of Sunday School – meaning
that each class rotated to different rooms to have
music time, crafts, bible story time and science
experiments – just not all on the same Sunday. The
students moved from center to center, a plan that
naturally invited noise. The first few weeks were a
nightmarish battle for control. After losing my voice
twice, my friend Linda, a veteran Home Economics
teacher turned pastor, gave me some great advice.
“The louder you are, the louder the children will be.
If you want to get their attention, speak softly so
they will have to be quiet in order to hear your
voice.”
I put her advice into action the very next Sunday. As
the children entered the classroom, I greeted each
one with a silent smile. In my hands was a brightly
wrapped box. Curious, they asked, “What is that?” I
merely smiled and said nothing until all the children
were seated. “I have a new plan,” I began.
“Sometime during the morning, I will call your name
once. If you hear my voice, you may choose one
prize from our new prize box. If you don’t hear my
voice, you will miss the opportunity to select a prize
and I will call another student’s name.” It worked

like a charm! In a matter of weeks, my Sunday
School class learned to listen for my voice above all
others.
Stress in our lives comes when we allow the many
voices in life to drown out the only voice that really
matters - the voice of Jesus. Throughout his ministry
Jesus didn’t scream the loudest to be heard – he
didn’t place ads in the local publications telling
everyone why he was right – he didn’t force his
teachings on those who could not or would not
hear. Jesus “spoke” to the people through his
healings, his miracles, his walking alongside them,
his listening to their hearts, his willingness to give
his life. People heard Jesus because his was the
voice that mattered. It still is.
The world tries very hard to drown out the voice of
Jesus – through newspapers, TV, social media, peers
- who try to get us to listen to those voices. Yet, we
cannot listen to every voice we hear. We must be
discerning. Jesus’ voice calls to us to live a way that
might be a bit different but will be life-giving. It is a
voice that says, “love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; AND your
neighbor as yourself.” It is not always the easiest
voice to hear in the constant din of our world and it
is not always the easiest voice to obey. But a good
question to ask ourselves always is: Whose voice do
we hear?
God’s Blessings,
Pastor Jami
CENTERING ON PRAYER with PASTOR BRIAN
Centering Prayer meets every
first and third Monday and
Wednesdays;
Monday
nd
April 2
6:00 PM and
Wednesday April 4th 2:00 PM (if
we don't go on the bus
trip... but if we do let's make it
the following Wednesday April 11th at
2:00 PM). And then Monday April 16th at 6:00 PM
and Wednesday April 18th at 2:00 PM. Don’t miss
out on this wonderful experience!
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PASTOR BRIAN’S PREPONDERANT BUSINESS
As we enter Holy Week and
await the coming of Easter, I am
again drawn to the mystery of
Christ’s suffering, death, and
resurrection. Of all the images in
this story the most powerful
one for me has always been Jesus praying in
Gethsemane. His anguished prayer of deep
surrender expressed in the words “Not my will but
yours be done” is the epitome of love and trust.
This has become my mantra during Lent, and on
and off throughout the years. Surrender to God is a
practice we can all take part in. It’s an art. It’s
something Jesus lived fully, and something which
we can all grow into as we walk the journey of this
life.
Sometimes inviting God to direct our lives is joyful,
full of energy and devotion. It’s an exciting prayer
that feels like you’re finally doing what you’re
meant to do. You may not know what is to come,
but you trust the mystery of the unknown and are
overjoyed to know your future is in God’s hands.
Other times inviting God to direct you can be a little
less comforting. Stepping forth into the unknown is
a strange experience and we can feel overwhelmed
or confused. Not knowing what is to come can be a
difficult time—especially when we had plans that
have suddenly changed. And then there are times
like Jesus experienced. Times when he knew what
was coming and did not want it. But nevertheless,
Jesus asked God to give Him the strength to do
God’s will. Asking God for guidance in this situation
isn’t as much about discerning a decision of which
path to follow but knowing the path and needing
strength to do it. This type of surrender Jesus
demonstrates is courageous, powerful, and
miraculous.
Inviting God to direct our life situation starts with
simply accepting this one moment as it is: fully
embracing wherever we find ourselves and
genuinely accepting it as reality manifesting itself in
the here and now. By fully embracing our
experience of the moment we are accepting life as
it is and are preparing ourselves to accept what is to
come. Even when you are not faced with major
decisions it is a wonderful practice to daily

surrender your life to God. Inviting God’s will to be
done in our lives every morning and practicing
surrender so that we are prepared for those
significant moments like Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane. I pray that we may all follow our
Lord’s example this month and always, as we pray
with one voice: “Lord, not our will but yours be
done.”
Peace,
Pastor Brian

COUNCIL HIGLIGHTS – MARCH 2018
The steeple on the church has some cracks in it
and is leaking into the ceiling of the sanctuary.
Council approved a company to repair the
cracks and repaint the steeple with a sealing
paint to prevent further leaks.
In one of the winter snow storms, a large tree in
the parsonage yard began to split and another
one along the parking lot fell. Both trees were
taken down.
The Youth Group will hold its annual Vera
Bradley Bingo on Saturday, May 5th. Doors will
open at 11:00 AM. Council granted permission
for the Youth Group to sell tickets for this event
at the Easter breakfast and the next three
Sundays after services.
The Ad Hoc Security Team met and reviewed
safe church strategies which will be
investigated.
Hope continues to seek a part-time Bell Director
through NEPS publications and national hand
bell groups.
The Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a bus
trip to Shady Maple Restaurant and Sight and
Sound Theater in June.
The Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly
is scheduled for Friday, June 8th through
Saturday, June 9th at the Mohegan Sun Center in
Wilkes-Barre, PA. We are looking for two
delegates to represent Hope – one male
delegate and one female delegate. If you are
interested, please contact Pastor Jami.

PASTORAL ACTS
HOLY BAPTISMS
Harley Hunter, daughter of Ryan and Samantha
Ritter, was baptized on Sunday, March 9, 2018. She
was born in October 2017. Pastor Jami officiated.
Please welcome Harley as our newest member of
Hope.
FUNERALS
Kenneth Beers entered eternal life on March 4, 2018.
Services were held here at Hope Church on March 9,
2018. Pastor Jami officiated.
Our sympathy to family and friends of Kenneth; may
God Continue to be their guide and strength.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE – APRIL 2018
Sunday, April 1, 2018
Easter Sunday
7:00 – 10:30 AM Breakfast
6:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service / Holy Communion
8:00 AM Easter Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 AM Easter Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, April 8, 2018
8:00 AM Service of the Word
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Communion
Sunday, April 15, 2018
8:00 AM Holy Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Service of the Word
Sunday, April 22, 2018
8:00 AM Service of the Word
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Communion
Sunday April 29, 2018
8:00 AM Holy Communion
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Communion

PICTURES ARE HERE
If you had your picture taken for the directory but
did not purchase a package, your free 8x10 picture
is here. Please contact Jennifer at 610-767-7203 or
email:
office@hopecherryville.org
to
make
arrangements to pick up your picture.
HOSPITALIZED?
If you, or a family member, are hospitalized, please
remember to give our church code which is 251.
Also, please call the church office in addition to
giving our code. We do not always receive your
information when calling the hospitals. Also, if you
are moved to a rehab center, please let us know
that as well. We can only visit you if we know where
you are! Thank you.
LAMPa / RALLY TO END RACISM
On Wednesday April 4th members of Hope and the
community are invited to travel together to
Washington DC to attend the National Council of
Churches’ Rally to End Racism in honor of the 50th
anniversary of the death of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. We plan to leave at 4:00 AM from Hope and
return that evening. If you are interested, please
sign up on the bulletin board or email Pastor Brian
at asstpastor@hopecherryville.org. Learn more
about it https://www.elca.org/News-andEvents/7908 and
http://www.rally2endracism.org/
STORYWEAVERS
StoryWeavers meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 10:00 AM (April 10). It is a social group for
women where topics on all subjects are discussed.
There is much laughter, sharing, and sometimes,
even tears shed. The meeting is followed by lunch
at a variety of restaurants. All women are welcome
to attend. For further information, call LeAnn
Chandler 610-440-0341.

WELCA
WELCA meets Tuesday April 17th at 9:00 AM

Monday April 16th
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Kuntz Hall

ELECTRONIC GIVING
We realize most people don’t carry cash or a
checkbook anymore. To
make it easy for both
members and visitors to express their generosity
during the Easter season, we offer electronic giving
options that allow you to contribute when and how
you prefer. You’ll find that electronic giving is fast,
secure and easy to use. Visit the church website at
www.hopecherryville.org and locate the Online
Giving page.
GIVE FROM YOUR SMART
PHONE
Make a contribution from your
smart phone anytime by
locating the Online Giving link
on our home page…
www.hopecherryville.org.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
First Holy Communion was held on March 11, 2018.
Abygail Borger, Morgan Chandler, Jonathan
Erkinger, Dante Keen, Xander McDonald, Juliana
Medei, Octavia Reichelderfer,
Cassidy Blaukovitch-Solt, Alexis
Santee, Sophia Thomas, Declan
Unangst, Abigail VanLuvanee,
Megan Weaver, Robert Weaver,
John Wolfel.
Thank you to their teachers for all the time, love and
energy they put into preparing our children to receive
this sacrament.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Come join one of our great adult Sunday School
classes: one led by A.J. Szwast in the room behind
Kuntz Hall and one led by Bob Small in the Hanson
Hall kitchen. These are great opportunities to
nourish your faith, share new ideas, and enjoy
fellowship with other members of Hope. And
perhaps attending one of these classes could be
your Lenten discipline to take on for the next few
weeks!

WOMEN OF FAITH SPRING RETREAT
Our mission is to enhance lives of women through
service, fellowship and education.
Looking for an afternoon of relaxation, fellowship
and spiritual growth with other women who are
looking for the same thing? Then join Pastor Jami
and the Women of Faith for an afternoon “spa”
retreat. We’re planning to gather in Kuntz Hall on
Sunday, April 29th after the
late service for a light lunch
and then we will delve into
faith issues as we relax and
refresh at our very own
“spa.” The afternoon will
begin at 12:00 PM and end
at 5:00 PM. You’ll leave
wishing you could stay the night to continue the
experience! A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
– please make sure you register so that we have
enough lunch and supplies for all.
We are always looking for ideas for our meetings. If
you have any suggestions for fun, fellowship or
service for this active women’s group, or any
questions about our events, please call Jane Tretiak
at 610-767-0918.

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
We are in need of more congregation members to
join in this ministry as Communion Assistants,
Ushers, Altar Guild and Audio/Visual volunteers.
Thank you to all who share their time and talents in
making services run smoothly here at Hope Church!
If you are interested in serving, please contact
Jennifer in the church office at 610-767-7203 or
office@hopecherryville.org.

SAVE THE DATES!
Vacation Bible School is coming July 9 to 13
Your children will dive below the surface and
venture onto an uncharted island where they will
survive and thrive. Classes will be held from 9:00
AM until 12 Noon, with a closing program on Friday,
July 13 at 7:00 PM. Ages include 3-year olds (potty
trained) to children completing 6th grade in June
2018.
Registrations
can
be
made
at
vbs.hopecherryville.org or by completing a
registration form located in the narthex. A t‐shirt is
provided for each student registering by Sunday,
June 17th.
Lots of help will be needed so please consider
volunteering. A staff nursery is provided for
volunteers if you have younger children who are not
old enough to attend. Volunteers need to register
as well.
So come get rescued into God’s unstoppable love.
For faster registrations, use the QR code below.

Shop through smile.amazon.com and
Amazon will donate .5% of sales back to
Hope Lutheran Church! Our direct link…
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1948837

😊
PRAYER SHAWL
The group meets the
second Thursday of each
month at 10:00 AM. All
are welcome any time.

SPONSORS FOR THE YEAR
All sponsor charts are posted in the narthex.
Sponsor envelopes are next to the chart and are
due to the office two weeks before the
sponsorship.
 Altar Flowers: Two sponsors (and only two) of
$15.00 each are needed each week. **flowers
are yours to keep and may be removed after
the late service.
 Bulletins: Three sponsors are needed per week
at a cost of $8.50 per sponsor.
 The Press: One sponsor is needed per week at
a cost of $6.00 per sponsor.

YOUTH GROUP Youth group’s

April POW will be Wednesday
April 11. We’ll meet at Hope at
5:30 PM for pizza, games, and
devotions and then head to
Emmanuelsville for their 7:00 PM contemporary
worship service.

Our April youth event will be going to an Escape
Room on Sunday afternoon April 29th. We’ll leave
following the second service. Details TBD, watch
our emails for updates.
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who
supported the Youth through
the Easter candy sale and the
clothing drive. Your help is really
appreciated as we enter the
final stretch.

VERA BRADLEY BINGO
Youth group’s Vera Bradley Bingo is Saturday May
5th. Doors open at 11:00 AM and the kitchen will be
open to serve food.
Bingo begins at 12:30
PM. Tickets are $20 in
advance and $25 at the door. Tickets
will be sold following April worship services. There
will be door prizes and a Chinese Auction as well.
To purchase tickets, you may call the church office.
If no one is able to take your call you may leave a
message on extension #9. If you are interested in
sponsoring our youth please fill out a scholarship
form found in the narthex—doing so is much
appreciated and helps cover our costs! Thank for
your support and we look forward to this fun event!

POST-CONFIRMATION
In April post-confirmation will meet Sunday April
15th. We will not meet the first Sunday of the
month, as it is Easter. Hope you can join us this
month!
SAVE THE DATE

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
Our April pre-departure meeting will be Tuesday
April 24 6:00-7:30pm. Also, all youth and parents
should be actively engaged in preparing for our Vera
Bradley Bingo event!
CONFIRMATION
Level 2’s weekend retreat is coming up! We’ll go to
Spruce Lake Retreat Center the weekend of April 13
to 15. We’ll meet at 6:00 PM at Hope on Friday
April 13th and be back by 12 Noon on Sunday April
15th.
Level 1’s mentor movie night is Friday April 20th
from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. This is the third and final
mentor event of your first year. See Pastor Brian for
makeup work if you are unable to attend.
Due to the nor’easter in March, Confirmation’s
spring mini-retreat has been rescheduled to April
21st from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM. We’ll cover the
Lord’s Prayer. See Pastor Brian for makeup work if
you are unable to attend.

April 22nd, service TBD. Rejoice, the Muhlenberg
College Gospel Choir, is a spirit-filled musical
ensemble. Comprised of students from various
places, races and creeds, the Gospel Choir is truly
reflective of the diverse interests and ethnicities
within the Muhlenberg College community. Their
common bond is their love of music and a passion
to praise God through song.
WEB SITE REDESIGN
Special thanks to Tom Perry for our new look online.
Tom has brought our site into new territory - it's
called "responsive design" which means it responds
visually based on what device you are accessing it
from. Most people access web sites from mobile
devices, and this handles the layout across
platforms. All the information you need is still
there!

EVANGELISM
Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a bus trip to
Sight and Sound, Lancaster to see JESUS on
Wednesday June 27, 2018. The bus will leave Hope
at 8:30 AM. After the show we will go to Shady
Maple for lunch and will return approx. 6:00 PM.
Cost is $90.00 for adults and $54.00 for children
under 12 which includes bus, show and meal. Signup sheet on bulletin board in narthex. Please make
checks payable to Hope Lutheran Church (memo for
Evangelism Bus trip). To reserve your seat call
Sharyn Kratzer at 610 261 1277or church office or
sign up on sheet on bulletin board. Hope you will
join us to see this show and spend the day with us
in beautiful Lancaster. For more about the show,
visit
https://www.sightsound.com/shows/lancaster/jesus/2018
Day of Prayer will be on Thursday, May 3, 2018.
Pastor Jami will lead us in worship service at 11:30
AM. Service will be followed with light lunch made
by Evangelism Committee.
Bible studies continue to meet weekly on Thursday
evenings at 6:30. These are informal studies and
discussions deigned to give us all a better
understanding of God' Word. You do not have to be
a Bible scholar to participate and benefit in this
study group, so please do not hesitate to come and
join us.
Annual covered dish family picnic will be held
Sunday July 15 at Indian Trail Park This is a day filled
with fun for all. More details of this event will follow
in future bulletins and newsletters. Mark your
calendars and plan to join in the fun
Evangelism committee meets once a month. You
are welcome to join our committee we would be
glad to welcome you at our group. We are always
searching for new ideas to better serve our God, our
church family and our communities so if you have
any suggestions let us know your ideas.

CHRISTIAN ED
Meeting for Sunday School teachers on Sunday April
22nd following the late service.

Easter flowers may be
removed from the
sanctuary after the 10:30
AM service. Or pick them
up between 9:00 AM and
3:00 PM on Monday.
BASKET RAFFLE NEWS
Friday, April 13, 2018
Doors Open at 4 PM
Ticket Drawing Begins 7:30 PM
Thank you to Kathryn Strohl
and Linda Sidor for sponsoring
tickets for the Spring Basket
Social. Kathryn's sponsorship is
in loving memory of Howard
Strohl
on
his
92nd
birthday. Linda's sponsorship is
in Honor of all volunteers who
have so generously donated
their time and talents to raising funds for The
Northampton Area Food Bank and Hope's Good
Samaritan Fund these past twenty years. See full
page flier for more information.

HOPE’S HELPING HANDS
Crab patty and lobster bisque sale! Taking orders April 8,
15, and 22. Crab patties are 6 oz.

and
can
be
bought
either
breaded
or
unbreaded
for
$5.00 each. The lobster bisque soup
comes in a 16 oz. container and sells
for $4.00. Everything is made and
packaged by Todd's Island Seafood in Allentown.
See any Hope's Helping Hands member to order or
you can call Leslie Daniel at 610-216-1340 if you
miss us at church. Orders will be ready for pick-up
on Sunday, April 29th from 9:00 AM to 12 PM in the
Kuntz Hall kitchen. Thanks to everyone for
supporting our fundraisers throughout the year.
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HOPE LEADERSHIP
STAFF
PASTOR
The Rev. Jami Possinger
pastor@hopecherryville.org

610-767-7203 ext. 12

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER
Mrs. Jennifer Sommers
office@hopecherryville.org

610-767-7203 ext. 10

ASSISTANT PASTOR
The Rev. Brian Rajcok

PASTOR EMERITUS

asstpastor@hopecherryville.org

The Rev. Clark W. Kuntz II

610-767-7203 ext. 13
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mr. David R. Ziegler
organist@hopecherryville.org

610-767-7203 ext.11
TREASURER
Mrs. Trudy Mertz
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST
Nina Weiss
communications@
hopecherryville.org

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Mrs. Deb Gardner

SEXTON
Mrs. Bonnie Zmyewski

610-767-7203 ext. 20

2018 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Kim Belletti
Lee Creyer
Tony Pagotto
A.J. Szwast
Vice President

Katie Weiss

Jim Gardner

Allison
Lockard
Matt Sekol
Secretary

Trish Ninos
President
Manfred
Steiner
Susan
Stephens

Ed Tretiak

New membership,
baptisms, funerals,
weddings, change of
address, van requests,
memorial sponsors,
hospital admissions,
facility rentals

Call the church office
610-767-7203

REGARDING

CALL

PHONE NO.

A/V Committee
Basket Cmte
Boy Scouts
Church Website
Confirmation
Cub Scouts
Evangelism
Finance
Girl Scouts
Hope Fest

Bill & Reece Anderson

610-261-4744
610-767-8372
570-905-6319
610-261-0743
610-767-7203
610-760-1547
610-261-1277
610-767-7918
610-760-1887
610-844-5832
610-767-7918
610-428-2320
610-360-6034
610-767-7918
610-767-7523
610-440-0341
610-767-6698
610-262-3204
610-262-4588
484-547-4585
610-767-2977
610-217-8324
610-767-8421
610-262-9197
610-767-9170
610-767-7203
610-767-7203
610-262-5215
610-767-7203
610-703-8550

Hope’s Helping Hands

Memorial Garden
Mentor Leaders
Mutual Ministry
Preschool
Outreach / Soup
Prayer Chain
Prayer Shawl
Property
SCS / Christian Ed
Senior Center
Social Ministry
Stewardship
VBS
WELCA
Women of Faith
Worship Arts
Worship & Music
Youth Group
Yard Sale

Linda Sidor
Tom Nichols
Tom Perry
Pastor Brian
Emily Hassler
Sharyn Kratzer
Doug Daniel
Karen Zimmerman
Josh Larkin
Leslie Daniel
Barry Ritter
Trish Ninos
Leslie Daniel
Deb Gable
LeAnn Chandler
Dolores Reenock
JoAnne Creyer
Charlie Kutzler
Michelle Hughes
Karen Ferraina
Marge Zimmerman
Jim Gardner
Kathy Ziegler
Judy Dieter
Jane Tretiak
Pastor Jami
Janet Filchner
Pastor Brian
Doris Zellers
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